Ecumenical Healing Service
for Victims of Abuse
The purpose of this evening’s liturgy is to pray for healing.  This liturgy is based on the Liturgy of the Word followed by the ritual.  It is taken from the rite for the Pastoral Care of the Sick, from The Book of Blessings, “Order for the Blessing of a Victim of Crime or Oppression”, and from Scripture.  
Prayer is a dialogue between God’s people and God.  It is not a public forum for speaking but a public gathering to enter into the dialogue of prayer.  Abuse is suffered by an individual, but the abuse affects the whole Body of Christ, that is, all believers.  Join with us as we seek wholeness.

 

In the assembly this evening, there is a counselor available who will willingly meet with anyone after the liturgy who feels the need to talk about his or her personal experience.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also be available after the liturgy.

Introductory Rite

Prelude Music

Opening Song
#826 RS   God of Day and God of Darkness, v. 1-5

Bishop:
In the name of the Father +, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL:                
Amen.
 
Bishop:
The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL:                
And also with you.
 
 
Sprinkling Rite
 
 Song during the Sprinkling:                    #715 RS, Healing River
Opening Prayer
 
Bishop:     God our Father, . . . 
                    One God, for ever and ever.

ALL:          Amen..

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading:                        Isaiah 43: 1-7               

Psalm 27
#57 RS  The Lord is My Light
Gospel Acclamation
Gospel:                                   Luke 1: 68 – 79            
Homily                                      
Ritual of Healing

instruction
RITUAL ACTION:  LAYING ON OF HANDS
[A hospitality minister leads those seeking healing forward. The bishop lays his hands on the head of the person and prays in silence.  The whole church prays in silence with him.] 

Thanksgiving
Hymn of Thanksgiving
        #891 RS   For Builders Bold vs. 1-4
INVITATION TO PRAYER

Response to the Prayer

(Please us the music at #410 in the hymnal but change the response to, “O Lord heal us, hear our prayer.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER
Bishop:      Gathering our prayers into one, let us offer the prayer                       that Jesus taught us:  
All:              Our Father, who art in heaven .

 

Announcement         
After the liturgy you may meet with the counselor who is with us and will meet with anyone who feels the need to talk about their personal experience.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also be available after the liturgy.

Concluding Rite 
GREETING
The Lord be with you.
All:   And also with you.

BLESSING

DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God.

 
  Recessional Song                                #811  The Summons  v. 1-5    
