DIOCESE OF WINONA

STEWARDSHIP SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

OLD TESTAMENT

LEVITICUS 27:30
"All tithes of the land, whether in grain from the fields or in fruit from the trees, belong to the LORD, as
sacred to him."

DEUTERONOMY 14:22-29

"Each year you shall tithe all the produce that grows in the field you have sown; then in the place which the

LORD, your God, chooses as the dwelling place of his name you shall eat in his presence your tithe of the

grain, wine and oil, as well as the firstlings of your herd and flock, that you may learn always to fear the LORD, your
God. If, however, the journey is too much for you and you are not able to bring your tithe, because the place which the
LORD, your God, chooses for the abode of his name is too far for you, considering how the LORD has blessed you,
you may exchange the tithe for money and, with the purse of money in hand, go to the place which the LORD, your
God, chooses.

You may then exchange the money for whatever you desire, oxen or sheep, wine or strong drink, or anything
else you would enjoy, and there before the LORD, your God, you shall partake of it and make merry with your family.
But do not neglect the Levite who belongs to your community, for he has no share in the heritage with you.

At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithes of your produce for that year and deposit them
in community stores, that the Levite who has no share in the heritage with you, and also the alien, the orphan
and the widow who belong to your community, may come and eat their fill; so that the LORD, your God, may
bless you in all that you undertake."

DEUTERONOMY 15:7-8

"If one of your kinsmen in any community is in need, in the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you,
you shall not harden your heart nor close your hand to him in his need. Instead, you shall open your hand to
him and freely lend him enough to meet his need."

DEUTERONOMY 16:10-17

"You shall then keep the feast of Weeks in honor of the LORD, your God, and the measure of your own

freewill offering shall be in proportion to the blessing the LORD, your God, has bestowed on you. In the place which
the LORD, your God, chooses as the dwelling place of his name, you shall make merry in his presence together with
your son and daughter, your male and female slave, and the Levite who belongs to your community, as well as the
alien, the orphan and the widow among you. Remember that you too were once slaves in Egypt, and carry out these
statutes carefully.

You shall celebrate the feast of Booths for seven days, when you have gathered in the produce from your

threshing floor and wine press. You shall make merry at your feast, together with your son and daughter, your

male and female slave, and also the Levite, the alien, the orphan and the widow who belong to your communi-ty. For
seven days you shall celebrate this pilgrim feast in honor of the LORD, your God, in the place
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which he chooses. Since the LORD, your God, has blessed you in all your crops and in all your undertakings, you shall
do naught but make merry.

Three times a year, then, every male among you shall appear before the LORD, your God, in the place which
he chooses; at the feast of Unleavened Bread, at the feast of Weeks, and at the feast of Booths. No one shall
appear before the LORD empty-handed, but each of you with as much as he can give, in proportion to the
blessings which the LORD, your God, has bestowed on you."

DEUTERONOMY 26:1-4

"When you have come into the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you as a heritage, and have
occupied it and settled in it, you shall take some first fruits of the various products of the soil which you
harvest from the land which the LORD, your God, gives you, and putting them in a basket, you shall go to the
place which the LORD, your God, chooses for the dwelling place of his name. There you shall go to the priest
in office at that time and say to him, 'Today | acknowledge to the LORD, my God, that | have indeed come
into the land, which he swore to our fathers he would give us.' The priest shall then receive the basket from
you and shall set it in front of the altar of the LORD, your God."

1 CHRONICLES 29:14-16

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should have the means to contribute so freely? For everything
is from you, and we only give you what we have received from you. For we stand before you as aliens: we are
only your guests, like all our fathers. Our life on earth is like a shadow that does not abide. O LORD our God,
all this wealth that we have brought together to build you a house in honor of your holy name comes from you
and is entirely yours."

PSALMS 24:1
The LORD'S are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.

PSALMS 116:12
How shall | make a return to the LORD for all the good he has done for me?

PROVERBS3:9
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce.

PROVERBS 11:24
One man is lavish yet grows still richer; another is too sparing, yet is the poorer.

PROVERBS 28:27
He who gives to the poor suffers no want, but he who ignores them gets many a curse.

ECCLESIASTES 5:9-16

The covetous man is never satisfied with money, and the lover of wealth reaps no fruit from it; so this too is
vanity. Where there are great riches, there are also many to devour them. Of what use are they to the owner

except to feast his eyes upon? Sleep is sweet to the laboring man, whether he eats little or much, but the rich
man's abundance allows him no sleep.
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This is a grievous evil, which | have seen under the sun: riches kept by their owner to his hurt. Should the

riches be lost through some misfortune, he may have a son when he is without means. As he came forth from

his mother's womb, so again shall he depart, naked as he came, having nothing from his labor that he can carry in his
hand. This too is a grievous evil that he goes just as he came. What then does it profit him to toil for wind? All the days
of his life are passed in gloom and sorrow, under great vexation, sickness and wrath.

SIRACH 35:7-10

In generous spirit pay homage to the LORD, be not sparing of freewill gifts. With each contribution show a
cheerful countenance, and pay your tithes in a spirit of joy. Give to the Most High as he has given to you,
generously, according to your means.

MALACHI 3:8-10

Dare a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me! And you say, "How do we rob you?" In tithes and in offerings
You are indeed accursed, for you, the whole nation, rob me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, That
there may be food in my house, and try me in this, says the LORD of hosts: Shall I not open for you the
floodgates of heaven, to pour down blessing upon you without measure?

NEW TESTAMENT

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

MATTHEW 6:19-21

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break in and
steal. But store up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be."

MATTHEW 6:25-34

"Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat [or drink], or about your body, what you

will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds in the sky; they do not sow or
reap, they gather nothing into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more important than they? Can
any of you by worrying add a single moment to your lifespan? Why are you anxious about clothes? Learn from the way
the wild flowers grow. They do not work or spin. But | tell you that not even Solomon in his entire splendor was
clothed like one of them. If God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows today and is thrown into the oven
tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you, O you of little faith? So do not worry and say, 'What are we to eat?'
or 'What are we to drink?' or 'What are we to wear?' All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father knows that
you need them all. But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you
besides. Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. Sufficient for a day is its own evil."

MATTHEW 9:37-38
Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the
Harvest to send out laborers for his harvest. "
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MATTHEW 10:8
"Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and drive out demons. Without cost you have received; without
cost you are to give."

MATTHEW 13:44
THE HIDDEN TREASURE - "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person
finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field."

MATTTHEW 13:45-46
THE COSTLY PEARL - "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls.
When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it."

MATTHEW 18:23-25
THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT - "That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who
decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought before him
who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his
wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt."

MATTHEW 20:1-16

THE GENEROUS EMPLOYER - "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire

laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.

Going out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, "You too go

into my vineyard, and | will give you what is just.' So they went off [And] he went out again around noon, and

around three o'clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o'clock, he found others standing around, and said to them,
'Why do you stand here idle all day?' They answered, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, "You too go into
my vineyard. When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Summon the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.'" When those who had started about five o'clock came, each
received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of them also
got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last ones worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day's burden and the heat.' He said to one of them in reply,
'‘My friend, | am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go.
What if | wish to give this last one the same as you? [Or] am | not free to do as | wish with my own money? Are you
envious because | am generous?"

Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last."

MATTHEW 21:33-46

THE WICK'ED TENANTS - "Hear another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a

hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.

When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But the tenants seized

the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he sent other servants, more
numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking,

"They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, "This is the heir. Come,

let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.' They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" They answered him, "He will put

those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce

at the proper times." Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the scriptures: "The stone that the builders

rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes'?

Therefore, | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will

produce its fruit. [The one who falls on this stone will be dashed to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.]"
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they knew that he was speaking about them. And although
they were attempting to arrest him, they feared the crowds, for they regarded him as a prophet.
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MATTHEW 24:45-51

THE SERVANT ENTRUSTED WITH SUPERVISION - "Who, then, is the faithful and prudent servant,

whom the master has put in charge of his household to distribute to them their food at the proper time?

Blessed is that servant whom his master on his arrival finds doing so. Amen, | say to you, he will put him in

charge of all his property. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is long delayed," and begins to beat his
fellow servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, the servant's master will come on an unexpected day and at an
unknown hour and will punish him severely and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be wailing and
grinding of teeth."”

MATTHEW 25:14-30

THE TALENTS - "It will be as when a man who was going on a journey called in his servants and entrusted

his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--to each according to his

ability. Then he went away. Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and

made another five. Likewise, the one who received two made another two. But the man who received one went off and
dug a hole in the ground and buried his master's money. After a long time the master of those servants came back and
settled accounts with them. The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He said,
'Master, you gave me five talents. See, | have made five more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful
servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, | will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.'
[Then] the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. See, | have
made two more."' His master said to him, Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small
matters, | will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.' Then the one who had received the one
talent came forward and said, 'Master, | knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and
gathering where you did not scatter; so out of fear | went off and buried your talent in the ground. Here it is back.' His
master said to him in reply, "You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest where | did not plant and gather
where | did not scatter? Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could have got it back with
interest on my return? Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten. For to everyone who has,
more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And
throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' "

MATTHEW 25:31-46

SHEEP AND GOATS - "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit

upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the
king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, a
stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.'
Then the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when

did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?' And the king will say to them in reply,
'‘Amen, | say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.' Then he will say to those
on his left, 'Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry
and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and
you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.' Then they will answer and say, 'Lord, when did
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?' He will answer
them, 'Amen, | say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me." And these will go off
to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK
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MARK 12:1-12

THE WICKED TENANTS - He began to speak to them in parables. "A man planted a vineyard, put a hedge

around it, dug a wine press, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenant farmers and left on a journey. At the

proper time he sent a servant to the tenants to obtain from them some of the produce of the vineyard. But they

seized him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. Again he sent another servant. And that one they

beat over the head and treated shamefully. He sent yet another whom they killed. So, too, many others; some

they beat, others they killed. He had one other to send, a beloved son. He sent him to them last of all, thinking

"They will respect my son.' But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and

the inheritance will be ours.' So they seized him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. What [then] will the
owner of the vineyard do? He will come, put the tenants to death, and give the vineyard to others. Have you not read
this scripture passage: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done,
and it is wonderful in our eyes'?" They were seeking to arrest him, but they feared the crowd, for they realized that he
had addressed the parable to them. So they left him and went away.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE

LUKE 6:38
Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be
poured into your lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to you.

LUKE 7:41-43

THE TWO DEBTORS - "Two people were in debt to a certain creditor; one owed five hundred days' wages
and the other owed fifty. Since they were unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both. Which of them will
love him more?" Simon said in reply, "The one, | suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven." He said to him,
"You have judged rightly."

LUKE 10:29-37

THE GOOD SAMARITAN - But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They
stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest happened to be going down that road, but
when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when he saw
him, he passed by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with
compassion at the sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.
Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him. The next day he took out two
silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, 'Take care of him. If you spend more than

what | have given you, | shall repay you on my way back.' Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the
robbers' victim?" He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

LUKE 11:5-8

THE FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT - And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes

at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from

a journey and | have nothing to offer him,' and he says in reply from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has

already been locked and my children and I are already in bed. | cannot get up to give you anything.' I tell you, if he does
not get up to give him the loaves because of their friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he

needs because of his persistence."

LUKE 12:16-21

THE RICH FOOL - Then he told them a parable. "There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful

harvest. He asked himself, "What shall I do, for | do not have space to store my harvest?' And he said, 'This is

what | shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There | shall store all my grain and other

goods and I shall say to myself, "Now as for you, you have so many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat,
drink, be merry!" ' But God said to him, You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have
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prepared, to whom will they belong?' Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich in
what matters to God."

LUKE 12:42-48

THE SERVANT ENTRUSTED WITH SUPERVISION - And the Lord replied, "Who, then, is the faithful
and prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants to distribute [the] food allowance at
the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds doing so. Truly, | say to you, he will
put him in charge of all his property. But if that servant says to himself, 'My master is delayed in coming,' and
begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and get drunk, then that servant's master
will come on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and assign him a place
with the unfaithful. That servant who knew his master's will but did not make preparations nor act in accord
with his will shall be beaten severely; and the servant who was ignorant of his master's will but acted in a way
deserving of a severe beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be required of the person entrusted with
much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more."

LUKE 13:6-9

THE BARREN FIG TREE - And he told them this parable: "There once was a person who had a fig tree
planted in his orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener, 'For
three years now | have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have found none. [So] cut it down. Why
should it exhaust the soil?' He said to him in reply, 'Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the
ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.""

LUKE 14:28-30

THE TOWER BUILDER - "Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and calculate

the cost to see if there is enough for its completion? Otherwise, after laying the foundation and finding himself unable
to finish the work the onlookers should laugh at him and say, "This one began to build but did not have the resources to
finish.'"

LUKE 14:31-33

THE K ING CONTEMPLATING A CAMPAIGN - "Or what king marching into battle would not first sit
down and decide whether with ten thousand troops he can successfully oppose another king advancing upon
him with twenty thousand troops? But if not, while he is still far away, he will send a delegation to ask for
peace terms. In the same way, everyone of you who does not renounce an his possessions cannot be my
disciple.”

LUKE 15:3-7

THE LOST SHEEP - So to them he addressed this parable. "What man among you having a hundred sheep

and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it?

And when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his
friends and neighbors and says to them, 'Rejoice with me because | have found my lost sheep.' I tell you, in just the
same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who
have no need of repentance."

LUKE 15:8-10

THE LOST COIN - "Or what woman having ten coins and losing one would not light a lamp and sweep the
house, searching carefully until she finds it? And when she does find it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors and says to them, 'Rejoice with me because | have found the coin that I lost." In just the same way, |
tell you, there will be rejoicing among the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

LUKE 15:11-32

THE PRODIGAL SON - Then he said, "A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father,

'Father, give me the share of your estate that should come to me."' So the father divided the property between
them. After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he
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squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that
country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his farm
to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. Corning
to his senses he thought, 'How many of my father's hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here am I,
dying from hunger. | shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him "Father, | have sinned against heaven and
against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers." ' So he
got up and went back to his father. While he was still a

long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him

and kissed him. His son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you; | no longer deserve to be
called your son." But his father ordered his servants, 'Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on

him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a
feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.' Then the
celebration began. Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he heard
the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. The servant said to him,
"Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded with him. He said to his
father in reply, 'Look, all these years | served you and not once did | disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a
young goat to feast on with my friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes,
for him you slaughter the fattened calf.' He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is
yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost
and has been found." "

LUKE 16:1-9

THE UNJUST STEWARD - Then he also said to his disciples, "A rich man had a steward who was reported
to him for squandering his property. He summoned him and said, What is this | hear about you? Prepare a full
account of your stewardship, because you can no longer be my steward.' The steward said to himself, ‘What
shall I do, now that my master is taking the position of steward away from me? | am not strong enough to dig
and | am ashamed to beg. | know what I shall do so that, when | am removed from the stewardship, they may
welcome me into their homes.' He called in his master's debtors one by one. To the first he said, 'How much
do you owe my master?' He replied, 'One hundred measures of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Here is your
promissory note. Sit down and quickly write one for fifty.' Then to another he said, 'And you, how much do
you owe?' He replied, 'One hundred kors of wheat.' He said to him, 'Here is your promissory note; write one
for eighty." And the master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently. For the children of this
world are more prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. I tell you, make
friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings."

LUKE 16:19-31

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS - "There was a rich man who dressed in purple garments and fine linen

and dined sumptuously each day. And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,

who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich man's table. Dogs even used to come

and lick his sores. When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man
also died and was buried, and from the netherworld, where he was in torment, he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far
off and Lazarus at his side. And he cried out, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue, for | am suffering torment in these flames." Abraham replied, 'My child, remember
that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he is
comforted here, whereas you are tormented. Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established to prevent
anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our side to yours or from your side to ours.' He said, "Then | beg you,
father, send him to my father's house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they too come to this
place of torment.' But Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them.' He said, ‘Oh no,
father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' Then Abraham said, 'If they will not
listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.' "
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LUKE 18:1-8

THE UNJUST JUDGE - Then he told them a parable about the necessity for them to pray always without

becoming weary. He said, "There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared God nor respected any

human being. And a widow in that town used to come to him and say, 'Render a just decision for me against

my adversary.' For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, 'While it is true that | neither fear
God nor respect any human being, because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest she
finally come and strike me.' " The Lord said, "Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. Will not God then secure
the rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to answer them? | tell you, he will see
to it that justice is done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes will he find faith on earth?"

LUKE 18:9-14

THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR - He then addressed this parable to those who were
convinced of their own righteousness and despised everyone else. "Two people went up to the temple area to
pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this
prayer to himself, 'O God, | thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity - greedy, dishonest, adulterous -
or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week, and | pay tithes on my whole income.' But the tax collector
stood off at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and prayed, 'O God, be
merciful to me a sinner." | tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former, for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted."

LUKE 19:12-27

THE TALENTS - So he said, "A nobleman went off to a distant country to obtain the kingship for himself

and then to return. He called ten of his servants and gave them ten gold coins and told them, 'Engage in trade

with these until I return.' His fellow citizens, however, despised him and sent a delegation after him to

announce, 'We do not want this man to be our king.' But when he returned after obtaining the kingship, he had

the servants called, to whom he had given the money, to learn what they had gained by trading. The first came
forward and said, 'Sir, your gold coin has earned ten additional ones.' He replied, 'Well done, good servant!

You have been faithful in this very small matter; take charge of ten cities.' Then the second came and reported, "Your
gold coin, sir, has earned five more." And to this servant too he said, "You, take charge of five cities.' Then the other
servant came and said, 'Sir, here is your gold coin; | kept it stored away in a hand-kerchief, for | was afraid of you,
because you are a demanding person; you take up what you did not lay down and you harvest what you did not plant.'
He said to him, 'With your own words | shall condemn you, you wicked servant. You knew | was a demanding person,
taking up what I did not lay down and harvesting what I did not plant; why did you not put my money in a bank? Then
on my return | would have collected it with interest." And to those standing by he said, "Take the gold coin from him
and give it to the servant who has ten.' But they said to him, 'Sir, he has ten gold coins.' 'l tell you, to everyone who has,
more will be given, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. Now as for those enemies of
mine who did not want me as their king, bring them here and slay them before me."

LUKE 20:9-19

THE WICKED TENANTS - Then he proceeded to tell the people this parable. "[A] man planted a vineyard,

Leased it to tenant farmers, and then went on a journey for a long time. At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenant
farmers to receive some of the produce of the vineyard. But they beat the servant and sent him away empty-handed. So
he proceeded to send another servant, but him also they beat and insulted and sent

away empty-handed. Then he proceeded to send a third, but this one too they wounded and threw out. The owner of the
vineyard said, 'What shall 1 do? I shall send my beloved son; maybe they will respect him.' But when the tenant farmers
saw him they said to one another, "This is the heir. Let us kill him that the inheritance may become ours.' So they threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him. What will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and put those
tenant farmers to death and turn over the vineyard to others." When the people heard this, they exclaimed, "Let it not be
so!" But he looked at them and asked, "What then does this scripture passage mean: "The stone which the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone'? Everyone who falls on this stone will be dashed to pieces; and it will crush
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anyone on whom it falls." The scribes and chief priests sought to lay their hands on him at that very hour, but they
feared the people, for they knew that he had addressed this parable to them.

ACTS 4:34

There was no needy person among them, for those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the
proceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles. And they were distributed to each according to
need.

ACTS 20:35
"In every way | have shown you that by hard work of that sort we must help the weak, and keep in mind the
words of the Lord Jesus who himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

ROMANS 12:6-8

Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us exercise them: if prophecy, in

proportion to the faith; if ministry, in ministering; if one is a teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in exhortation if one
contributes, in generosity; if one is over others, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-2
Thus should one regard us: as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Now it is of course
required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.

1 CORINTHIANS 16:1
Now in regard to the collection for the holy ones, you also should do as | ordered the churches of Galatia.

2 CORINTHIANS 8

We want you to know, brothers, of the grace of God that has been given to the churches of Macedonia, for in

a severe test of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their profound poverty overflowed in a wealth of

generosity on their part. For according to their means, | can testify, and beyond their means, spontaneously,

they begged us insistently for the favor of taking part in the service to the holy ones, and this, not as we

expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and to us through the will of God, so that we urged Titus

that, as he had already begun, he should also complete for you this gracious act also. Now as you excel in every respect,
in faith, discourse, knowledge, all earnestness, and in the love we have for you, may you excel in this gracious act also.
I say this not by way of command, but to test the genuineness of your love by your concern for others. For you know
the gracious act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became poor although he was rich, so that by his poverty
you might become rich. And | am giving counsel in this matter, for it is appropriate for you who began not only to act
but to act willingly last year: complete it now, so that your eager willingness may be matched by your completion of it
out of what you have. For if the eagerness is there, it is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one
does not have; not that others should have relief while you are burdened, but that as a matter of equality your surplus at
the present time should supply their needs, so that their surplus may also supply your needs, that there may be equality.
As it is written: "Whoever had much did not have more, and whoever had little did not have less."

But thanks be to God who put the same concern for you into the heart of Titus, for he not only welcomed our
appeal but, since he is very concerned, he has gone to you of his own accord. With him we have sent the
brother who is praised in all the churches for his preaching of the gospel. And not only that, but he has also
been appointed our traveling companion by the churches in this gracious work administered by us for the glory of the
Lord [himselfl and for the expression of our eagerness.

This we desire to avoid, that anyone blame us about this lavish gift administered by us, for we are concerned
for what is honorable not only in the sight of the Lord but also in the sight of others. And with them we have
sent our brother whom we often tested in many ways and found earnest, but who is now much more earnest
because of his great confidence in you. As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker for you; as for our
brothers, they are apostles of the churches, the glory of Christ. So give proof before the churches of your love
and of our boasting about you to them.
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2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-12

Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each must do as already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful

giver. Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all things, always having all you need,
you may have abundance for every good work. As it is written: "He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his
righteousness endures forever." The one who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness.

You are being enriched in every way for all generosity, which through us produces thanksgiving to God, for the
administration of this public service is not only supplying the needs of the holy ones but is also overflowing in many
acts of thanksgiving to God.

GALATIANS 6:9
Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up.

PHILLIPPIANS 4:11-13

Not that | say this because of need, for | have learned, in whatever situation | find myself, to be self-sufficient
I know indeed how to live in humble circumstances; | know also how to live with abundance. In every
circumstance and in all things | have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in
abundance and of being in need. | have the strength for everything through him who empowers me.

1 TIMOTHY 6:7-9

For we brought nothing into the world, just as we shall not be able to take anything out of it. If we have food
and clothing, we shall be content with that. Those who want to be rich are falling into temptation and into a
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge them into ruin and destruction.

JAMES 2:14-18

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? |

a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them "Go in peace

keep warm, and eat well," but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of itself, if
it does not have works, is dead. Indeed someone might say, "You have faith and | have works."

Demonstrate your faith to me without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works.

JAMES 4:2-3

You covet but do not possess. You kill and envy but you cannot obtain; you fight and wage war. You do not
possess because you do not ask. You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
passions.

JAMES 4:13-15

Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we shall go into such and such a town, spend a year there doing
business, and make a profit" - you have no idea what your life will be like tomorrow. You are a puff of smoke that
appears briefly and then disappears. Instead you should say, "If the Lord wills it, we shall live to do this or that."

1 PETER 4:8-10

Above all, let your love for one another be intense, because love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to

one another without complaining. As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God's
varied grace.

1JOHN 3:17-18

If someone who has worldly means sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion, how can the love of
God remain in him? Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.
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